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From the Editor 

Dan Schneider 




amateurs to keep the Conservanc; 
one resounding iriumph was the r 
ol tin.' magnificent ISarnum House i 



the bulk of ACO activi- 
ties are developed and 
:d by the branches and that the main 
as had, at best, a limited role in the co- 
on ol' the branches (beyond getting 

ives to disseminate information). In- 
line may feel that the primary function 
loard is to develop the an 



should fold up. lis pattern had been to meet at 
the Grange in the Art Gallery of Ontario at tea 
time, which was fine for its leisured members 
but not conducive to attracting vounger mem- 



opposition parties rely on our input to allow 
them the ability to make informed comments 
during Question Period. Due to our stature as 
a provincial organization, empowered by our 



policy in 
the highest levels of government. 



organization like the AO l 



more exposure to the ACO across ( Jniario. 



these contacts happens at the Board level 
and can filter down to the branches in a 
variety of ways. 



i wv. [ he proposed joint l on le i l' i w l' with 
I 'omnuinin Heritage Ontario in I larnillon 
/ill provide maximum exposure 
10 the programs offered by the ACO to 



The ACO can do just that - and may he 
Hist the organization that LACAC mem- 
hers see as needed for issues in their com- 




braikii is greatly enhanced with the result 
that, in identifiable situations, battles have 
been won which may otherwise have been 



ACO from branch lo 
branch. The ability to 
attract new members and new branches 
will be examined in relation to our provin- 
cial exposure to general members of the 
public. People don't lend to join organiza- 
tion! they don't know about! 



mbersof the Hoard will be hav- 
lo develop 
trther. If you have 
ts. I would like to 



In recent editions of ACORN, you were 
informed that live hiciuKt- nl a wnrl.iiioiip 
called SOS-Hglises undertook legal action 
in late ( leloberof last year to slop the dem- 
olition of a 120-year-old church in St- 
.loacllim. a small French-Canadian village 
in .Southwestern Ontario. Last November. 



ioSttperio 



that might otherwise be unavailable. In the 
past week, I have given speeches in Otta- 
wa and Windsor on behalf of the ACO, the 
goal of which was to inspire people lo think 
of alternate reasons why we need to pre- 
serve our heritage. Response to such re- 



overwhelming. Our treasurer, Clara So. has 
already offered to visit the branches to 
assist in the preparation of statements 
(which is vita] lo the maintenance of our 
charitable status). 



I challenge included tvt 
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Commissioner of Official Lang 
Canada, who had obtained the 
inleru'iicr in the proceedings. The Dio- 
cese of London was ai 
side of the municipality. 



ity (Engli 
Quebec, French elsew 
in Canada.) 



may be some lime before we learn of the 
results of I he court action. Bui the mem- 
bers of SOS-Eglises who drove to Toron- 
to 10 attend the hearing were very encour- 
aged hy what they heard. 

The major focus of attention was the mo- 
tion passed In the Municipality of Lake- 
shore restricting to owners the right to 
propose hcnlagc she designations. Que- 
ried by one of the judges as to whether 



if field pro- 
ducer Robert Prowse, spent two days in 
the area and interviewed people represent- 
ing bolh sides of the issue, 'flic program 
was aired on Mav 2S and 2M. Again, mem- 
bers ol SOSdigliscsuenMcp, encouraged 



Photo: Le Rempart 
s aired from coast to coast. The pruduc- 
recently called SOS-Eglises to explore 
: possibility of using the Essex situation 
a case study. The project is still at the 



lie implemented, the SOS-Eglises cause 
would be presented to a national audience 



II would be foolhardy to anticipate what 
the decision of the three judges will be 

swers. However, Paul Chauvin. a member 
of. SOS-Eglises. was optimistic. "From the 



bulldozer will have to get me first!" 

The end of the report was poetic. The cai 
era zoomed-in on a wonderful painting 



lose, we will at least know that it was not 
because of a failure on our part to clearly 
make our points Maine Caza truly did a 
masterful lob. lie is worth every penny we 
paid for lus services!" 

AU we can do now is 
the judges believe that or 
ported by current legislation and the co 



Second Regard is what could be consid- 



'iii 'il I i n a il ii iilii I 1 In 
land was given to the Diocese for the con- 
struction of the church that would replace 
the two village churches in Pointe-aux- 
Rocbes and St-Joachim. Members of SOS- 
f.gllscs and ACO Y\ Uldsoi Region Branch 

attended the two public meetings on the 
topic and made themselves heard in oppo- 
sition to the request. 



A small workgroup composed ol Si )S-Eg- 
lises, ACO Windsor Region Branch and a 
lawyer working pro bono are preparing the 

lor the appeal hearing has not yet been 
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NON-Kglises research marathon! 

One of the many collateral 




le Baillargeon, SOS-Eglises 
isearcher extraordinaire 
Photo: Pat Malicki 



from ihc Va 
in support 
IhcCalholi, 



Ann Gillespie 

The Hamilton Rvpxm ISianch is pleased io 
announce llial in I .Vccmbcr 211(12 we were 
awarded a gram ol'S2 1 .7(10 from lite Onlnr- 
it> Trillium foundation to create a website 
with a searchable database for historic 
postcards of the Hamilton area. 

The postcar 



with (lie federal government in Ottawa. A 
native nt I lannllnn hut long-lime resilient 
of Ottawa. Ken has been collecting and 
studying historic postcards published 
throughout (and In some extent beyond] 
North America since (he 1970s. To dale, 
his collection exceeds 25.000 postcards. 



the amalgamated City of Hamilton, 
tjority of Ken's postcards dale from 
i I 't-ll) nnel some are quite rare. Not 



be sent care of ACO Windsor Region 
Branch, Box 911, St-Joachim, Ontario NOR 
ISO. Many thanks! 



Trillium Grant 
Awarded to Hamilton 
Region Branch 



of the subject matter covered. 
Developing the functional and graphic 



collaborative effort involving web design- 
er Chris Vogal (Vigraph Computer and 
Graphic Services). Ken Iildcr. Mary Kram- 
ei and Ann < lillespic (Gillcspie-Kramer I Icr- 



ACO Hamilton branch members. The final 
design and content of the Home and other 
Web pages are still being dc\ eloped. Con- 
struction of the database is completed and 
entry of the data is underway. Once the 
website is on-line, links w ill be provided In 



se the Han 



It, ill R< 



:gion 



AGODIjNNI 312003 



ACO Dinner 2003 will be held Friday, November 14 in the Great Hall at Hart House, 
University of Toronto. This should be an even more exciting and fun-filled event than 
last year! Call the ACO at (416) 367-8075 for more information and check our website 
www.hips.com/ACO for details as they become available. 
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KA) and Save Our Sta- 




PatrickO'Neil all spoke elegant. v. 



Hazel Tregenza of Save Our Station 
addresses guests at the opening of the 
restored station on May 31, 2003 
Photo: Pat Malicki 




the efforts of the late Nick Hill, who 
itributed much more than his profes- 
services. He was a persuasive 



itSPRESKA had raised 
and paid in 1989 to recover these ar- 

saved nearly S30.000 in reproduction 

licit), to the restoration plan, Nick Hill. 
I Pat Malicki. Gary Tel/laff and LRCA 
employee TimliMiicdiaicdinlhcuoik 
of iransiening more lhan (ill original 
items to the station on a rainy Decem- 
ber day. and shared their sore backs 
from lifting the magnificent solid red 
oak doors. 

'he fruits of this ACO friend's efforts, to- 
skilled contractors and ERCA employees 
i mostly unnamed at this event) will be ap- 
preciated for decades to come with the 
opening of this budding, Come and \isil. 
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ns of safety and se- 
curity, lire ckw aicd \\ all, \v;iv mi;: innllv of- 
fered unparaHeled view s ol the cninv cinn- 



Changes to the Square 

'file conceptual clarity, of Nathan Phillips 
Square vra» dramatically eomproinised In 




let. the "slarkncss" of the square can con- 
versely be argued to contribute to its clar- 
ity. The cleanness ofllie form anil .pace is 
typical ol the modernist aesthetic that ga\c 
rise lo ReveN's design and played a domi- 
nant role in lire architecture of the 1950s 
and I l K>l Is « orldw ide. ( )ne need only com- 
pare another modernisi structure in Tor- 
onto of the same era. the Toronto Domin- 
ion Centre of 1963-1969 by Mies van der 
Rolte. to see that the open space becomes 
not a luxury but rather an integral pan of 
the design. The large, interlinked pla/as 



by the Chief Administrative Officer titled 
"Civic Spaces Associated with Civic Cen- 
tres." Council confirmed the use of Nathan 
Phillips Square as the City of Toronto's 

approved funding to hold a design com- 
peiil ocxaniine the redesign and rede- 
velopment of the square, a space which is 
designated as significant under the Ontar- 



This requirement, set out inlhe 1951 Is. sure- 
ly is still what is required today in ihe iwen 
ty-firslcentury.especially when the city is 
becoming more and more congested v. ith 
buildings and transportation routes. 

Nathan Phillips Sqt 
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'•Hi ** ACORN Deadline** 

Fall 2003 Issue (includes branch reports) - October 1 
Contributors - please mark your calendars now! 
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was a sue lid! m be missed In anyone who 
made it to Dundas, they had an o\ ei w helm 
ing response with a lotal of 300 visitors 
over the two days. Likew ise. VleCallnm 
Salher Architects, in downtow n 1 laniilion. 



Doors Open Hamiltc 
deilnl complement to the i I; 
Branch's guided Wi 




Cemetery offered by [lislorieal I'erspee- 
li\es. ihe paitncrslnpol Robin MeKee and 
Donna Reid (both Hamilton LACAC mem- 
bers). For Doors Open, Robin offered a 
shorter version of their regular two-hour 
lour, which attracted over 300 visitors. 

Planning lor nest year's event will gel un- 
derway in .September. The first I >oors ( )pen 
event was a learning experience for die 
Organizing Commiuee. which hopes to 
build on this year's success. 

[l-ldilor's mm-: (/«• rwm.\ "I pnriicipnline 
Din, is Open cammwiilies for 2t)0s can he 
found on Ihe Doors Open Onlnrin web- 
site: www.doorsopenoiilario.on.eii and in 
Ihe Ontario Heritage Inundation's free 
guidebook. Dim aver Ontario's Heritage 



is a five over five hay from with end 
gables. There are four neo-classie fire- 
places, plus a large cooking and bak- 
ing hearth in the kitchen. Architec- 
tural drawings were made when the 
house was dismantled in 1970. The 
building has been stored under cov- 



eleeled lo the I ppei Canada Assembly in 
IS29. was made a director of Ihe Welland 
Canal Company and later served as Mag- 
istrate fur St. David's. 



The Coming 
Resurrection of the 
Woodruff House 

Selena Forsyth 



the entire \ illaee ol'Sl. l)a\ id's was ordered 

burned by American commander Colonel 
Stone. By 1 S27 William had prospered and 
his family had gi own ill size. This necessi- 



I'erusing a copy of ACORN in the fall of 
2000, Port Hope ACO members Peter and 
.lane Runiga} saw an ad thai gave lllcm 
goose bumps. The ad read: 



Flashback to 1795 when Ezekial Woodruf 
who had served in the American Revoli 
tionary army but became disillusioned wit 



Built in the loyalist. Georgian style, Ihe 
house had ten-inch, hand si]iiaicii. oak 
beams and uprights, all nioiiised and len- 
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Hugh Anson- 
Cartwright Books 
is moving 
after 37 years! 



n-Cartwright 

as pan of my work al the Ontar- 
iiiistry of Culture. I reply to gen- 
nquiries or provide advice to 
icipal heritage 




The shop closes the end of 
The new location of Hugh A 
Wright Books is P.O. Box 3 i 7. Station 
P, 704 Spadina Avenue,! 
2S8. Open by appointment oi 



elapbnanl. lis interior features 
six-panel, pine doors, [waive 



■are. exquisite. Adam period fireplaces 
nude of hand-made brick with while pine 
mimics; each fireplace had a blanket v. arm 
ng cupboard. 



fhe house fell on hard limes after being 
enlcd out for about 00 years and w as sold 
nit of the Woodruff family to Judge R.J. 
'udncy. an anient preserver of Canadian;!, 
.a condition that he save the house. The 
tidge sold the house to Mr. and Mrs. Dou- 



il. 'fhe 



hired Finn Friis, a Nor- 
t York, to help them take 



"■•">;-" al ea, 

ebuildit. fhe la 



ind only a couple of the 
Kit) or so beams needed to be replaced. 
Mr. friis sketched each room, nook and 
cranny as it was disassembled, eventually 
creating a blueprint to facilitate the rebuild- 
ing. 

1 n fortunately Douglas Doerr died before 
realizing Ills dream, 'fhe house was sold to 
the Chambers faintly fiom Bond Mead, who 



ici ol .'lllll Ihrcelracloi aiaileis 



will put all those pieces together again. 
After almost 35 years the Woodruff House 
will be reborn. 



The ACO descends 
on Walkerton 

Dan Schneider 

On April 12 ami 13, 20(13 the annual con- 
ference and AGM were held in Walkerton. 
Ontario - for the first lime in the history of 
the ACO! The conference theme was 
"Town Halls and Market Squares: Past. 
Present and future Roles." About Ollpco- 



ed [he selling for ihc opening rcccplinn 
Friday evening, the Saturday conference 
program and Sunday's annual general 
meeting. 

On Saturday, die morning began with a 
welcome ami opening remarks from ACO 
President I hi is lioigal. lollowed by greet- 
ings from I >a\ id Thomson. Max or of Procf- 
ton (Brockton is the amalgamated munici- 
pality that now includes Walkerton). 

The keynote addiess was given by Julia 
Munro, MPP for York North anil 1 'arlinmcn- 
lary Assistant to Culture Minister l)a\iil 
'I'siibouchi. Ms. Miiiii'o brought greetings 
from the Province and spoke about the 
provincial i iiiuali-, e currently underway to 
review and revise the Ontario Heritage Act. 
Ms. Munro lias been leading the consul- 
tations on changes to the Act. 



The program continued wi 



•Saving the Walkerton Town Hall -local 
ACO stalwarts Mary Robinson Ramsay 
and Ted Colbean gave a "tag team" pre- 
sentation on the fascinating story of the 
fight to preserve Victoria Jubilee Hall 

• The Woodstock Museum and the Wood- 
stock Town Hall - former Woodstock 
Museum curator Sheila Johnson traced Ihc 
many changes in use and appearance of 
Woodstock's lowai hall and inaikel square 
from the 1 850s to the present 

• Relocating the Walkerville Town Hall - 
Windsor heritage consultant Stephen 
Marshall gave a spirited account of the 
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and its restoration as corporate offices 
• Risks Board lo the new Toronto City Hall 
- ACO member Sharon Vattay reviewed 
the history of Nathan Phillips Square and 



pt of the square as Toronto's central 



Spring Walking Tour 
of Devil's Creek 



Saturday's night's lianquel 
the old Hartley House Hot 
Smith. Ontario's Deputy M 
ture. as guest speaker. 




In this northern edge of the Carolinian for- 
est, upland areas sustain nationally ran- 
plant species. While much of the area dial 



trad and celebrate the Cil; ol'Cambridge's 
partnership with the Grand River Conser- 
vation Authority and their work in re-es- 



Kudos lo Conference Chair Henty Simp 



dcsigiuuonot'ihct Irani! Rnei and llieon- 



itage in Waterloo Region 



!> significant wetland complex- 
es, which compete with the 
growing subdivisions of the city 
of Cambridge. 



.-eMail. .lualkinc ton. "I'Walkerton 
and a tour of the historic Neustadt brew- '™ ls P'°> ea sleward 111 Cambrtdge. 
ery and Diefenbaker birthplace m nearby Slrcam renabimationwasavitalparto f m e 
10 the "Heritage River" 



Province introduces 

changes to the 
Ontario Heritage Act 

Dn June 25. 2003. the provincial govern- 
nenl introduced amendments lo the Chi- 
ld improve and 



"These are the first substantive amend- 
ments lo the Ontario Heritage Act since il 
was enacted in 1975." said Culture Minis 
ter David Tsubouclli. "A stronger Ontario 
Heritage Act would give us more flcxihili- 



jointftCO/CttO Conference in Hamilton, May 2004 

ACO members pkasc nolc.. . plans arc underway for a joint conference of the ACO and Commu- 
nity 'Heritage Ontario in Hamilton nacl year. Hie Hamilton %yhm •Jimncli uHtt co-Host the 
event, the first time the two organizations have held their annual conferences together. The 
weekend selected, May 14-16, 2004. falls (elu'eca the usual conference limes of the two orga- 
nizations: the end of April for the ACO and end of May for CHO. Also note that the targeted 
weekend does not conflict with the 'Doors Open Hamilton and Toronto events (scheduled to 
take place the weekend before and the weekend after respectively). 
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